
  

 

 

 

 

EASTIDE BUNKERING 

The Gibraltar Ornithological & Natural History Society (GONHS) is concerned 
about the potential effect of bunkering on the eastside. 

It is important that no such activity take place before the completion and 
appropriate consideration of the Environmental Impact Assessment, and of an 
Appropriate Assessment under the provisions of the Habitats Directive. 

The latter is required in view of the area’s status as a Special Area of 
Conservation. 

The assessments should take into consideration all the relevant potential 
impacts on the environment, which will include the effects of discharges of 
fuel or fumes, and the effects of anchoring of the vessels.  The implication of 
the activity on the law of Gibraltar, specifically the nature Protection Act, 
would need to be assessed.  Mitigation and compensation measures would 
also have to be considered as part of these analyses. 

27 May 2011 

 

 



!

"#$!%&&'()*!+'!",(+!#-*)!./01)2-03!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%&'(%!)**!

!40! %5+'6)2! 7898:! +;)! "#$:! ,<'03! =-+;! ()>)2,<! '+;)2! (+,1);'<*)2(:! =)2)! 5'0(/<+)*! 6?! "4@! (5-)0+-(+(
9
!

5'AA-((-'0)*!6?!+;)!B'2+!'C!$-62,<+,2!'0!6);,<C!'C!$'>+:! +'!;),2!5'05)20(!'>)2!+;)!&2'&'()*!)D&,0(-'0!'C!

6/01)2-03!,5+->-+?!+'!+;)!",(+!#-*)!'C!$-62,<+,2E!F;)!"#$!;,(!&/6<-5<?!5,A&,-30)*!C'2!$'$!+'!,**2)((!)D-(+-03!

)0>-2'0A)0+,<! ,0*! ;),<+;! 5'05)20(! C2'A! )D-(+-03! 6/01)2-03! ,5+->-+?! '0! +;)!=)(+)20! C<,01! 'C! +;)! G'51! ,0*!

+;)2)C'2)!())(!C/2+;)2!)D&,0(-'0!,(!,!+'+,<<?!6,51=,2*!(+)&!H!%0)!+;,+!=)!(;,<<!5,A&,-30!,3,-0(+!,(!=)!;,>)!

*'0)! '0! '+;)2! -((/)(! +;,+! +;2),+)0! '/2! ;),<+;! ,0*! <->-03! )0>-2'0A)0+
7
E! !"#$%&%$'(()* +,-* .#)* $+/$#-/0! ,2)!

(/AA,2-()*!,(!C'<<'=(+%
• ,-.%/01(%234201405%#$'#%63#$%#$0%731#%'45%.3.%$'/0%'810'5(%9#'#05%9:;;31#%<31%0'9#%-=50%>:4?01=4@A%0/04%9#'#=4@%#$0%

2345=#=349%:4501%B$=2$%#$=9%B=88%#'?0%;8'20A%."I%G"%'4%,CD%$'9%0/04%6004%23E;80#05F%

• ,-.%1020=/09%2)&'2+(J5'A&<,-0+(%#$13:@$3:#%#$0%(0'1%'45%09;02='88(%5:1=4@%B'1E01%E34#$9%<13E%109=504#9%23E;8'=4=4@%

'63:#%#$0%=4#3801'680%80/08%3<%<:E09%=4%#$0=1%40=@$63:1$335%8=4?05%#3%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(%GB=45%5=102#=34%'45%=4210'905%

/38'#=8=#(%3<%<:08%/';3:19HI%.=/04%#$0%!J$1%4'#:10%3<%#$0%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(%#$=9%;13680E%'<<02#9%;03;80%'893%34%'%!J$1%6'9=9K%

• ,L=9#=4@%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(%'810'5(%'<<02#9%;03;80M9%N:'8=#(%3<%8=<0A%'=1%N:'8=#(%'45%E'1=40%04/=134E04#K%40B%'2#=/=#(%34%#$0%

,'9#%-=50%B=88%=4210'90%#$=9%'=1%;388:#=34%832'88(%'9%B0%9$'88%@0#%#$0%<:E09%43%E'##01%#$0%B=45%5=102#=34K%

• ,-.%$'9%834@%2'E;'=@405%<31%=E;13/0E04#9%#3%#$0%731#9%O2)&'2+-03!&2'+'5'<J&2'5)*/2)P%'9%#$=9%234#=4:09%#3%60%

=4'50N:'#0%#3%<3883B%:;%'45%=4/09#=@'#0%93:1209%3<%;388:#=34%<13E%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(I%GQ0B%4:E601%#3%2'88%KL889LK7%R%

4MB%GF@NF%+%S'88%*/2-03!+;)!&'<</+-03!)&-('*)HK%%

• ,-.%$'9%8366=05%63#$%#$0%731#%'45%&=4=9#1(%<31%>,&'/2!2)5'>)2?!+)5;0'<'3?%#3%60%';;8=05%#3%6:4?01=4@%#3%9#3;%<:@=#=/0%

<:E09%<13E%'<<02#=4@%3:1%23EE:4=#(K%

• ,-.%$'9%2'E;'=@405%832'88(%'45%'#%21399%631501%80/08%<31%&'2+!5'H'&)2,+-'0A%=E;13/05%#1'2?=4@%#02$4383@(%'45%E34=#31=4@%

'45%<31%8=E=#9%#3%60%=E;3905%=4%3:1%0/01%=4210'9=4@8(%234@09#05%>'(K%

• ,-.%'45%.TQU-%<31E%;'1#%3<%'%21399%631501%Q.T%@13:;%B$=2$%8366=09%#$0%F2-&,2+-+)!I'2/A%34%10@=34'8%04/=134E04#'8%

=99:09%B$=2$%=428:509%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(%=4%.=61'8#'1%G<13E%<83'#=4@%E3#$01%9$=;9%0#2IH%

• OF#!+)5;0'<'3?!G/09908%#1'2?=4@%9(9#0E9H%B'9%=49#'8805%'#%#$0%731#%#3%;10/04#%<:1#$01%2388=9=349%%'#%90'%B$=2$%B010%34%#$0%

=4210'90%3<<%#$0%V32?%'45%B'9%834@%3/015:0%#3%9'<0@:'15%0L=9#=4@%;1'2#=20%'45%'883B%#$0%731#%#3%9'<08(%2'11(%3:#%=#9%

109;349=6=8=#=09K%C#M9%280'1%#$'#%B$=80%WX-%2'4%E34=#31%B=#$%=E;1099=/0%;102=9=34%=#%2'443#%9#3;%'88%'22=504#9%<13E%$';;04=4@%

'9%B'9%10204#8(%9004%B$04%#B3%6'1@09%2388=505K%

• @/+;'2-+,+->)!(+/*-)(
P%2'11=05%3:#%34%>'(%905=E04#'1(%234#'E=4'#=34%$=@$8=@$#9%$3B%2$0E=2'8%;388:#=34%<13E%=45:9#1='8%

5=92$'1@0%'45%2$134=2%E=431%9;=88'@09%<13E%<:08%#1'49<019%B=#$=4%#$0%>'(%$=@$8=@$#%#$0%4005%#3%E'4'@0%'88%$'1E<:8%'2#=/=#(%R%

43#%0L;'45%#$=9K%

• ,-.%'893%234201405%'63:#%=,+)2!Q/,<-+?%<31%6'#$=4@%'45%E'1=40%8=<0%10'9349K%

• S34201405%'63:#%;13#02#=4@%'45%234901/=4@%<'5,<!6-'*->)2(-+?%+%%'810'5(%:4501%@13B=4@%;1099:10%<13E%E'1=#=E0%

'2#=/=#(Y1028'E'#=34Y'42$31'@0%=E;'2#Y5105@=4@Y0/01%;10904#%#$10'#%3<%E'Z31%3=8%9;=88K%

• ,'9#%-=50%;13/=509%'%!"#$%&'"()'$*&%'("+,&"#'%(-.&*($%(+%<31%#$0%23EE:4=#(%#3%04Z3(%'45%9$3:85%60%;10901/05K%

• [:88%5=92839:10%3<%#$0%10'8%02343E=2%6040<=#9%#3%#$0%832'8%;:190%<13E%6:4?01=4@%'2#=/=#(%E:9#%60%;:68=9$05A%

6/-<*-03!-0%#$0%;3#04#='8%8399%=4%#3:1=9E%<13E%=4210'905%=45:9#1='8=9'#=34%3<%.=61'8#'1%'45%#$0%/&.!%#%00'1"!+*&'*1'
2,"#.+3'*1'#.1%'131%3:1908/09%'45%3:1%<'E=8=09%=<%=EE05='#0%02343E=2%;13<=#9%'10%#3%'8B'(9%#'?0%;102050420%3/01%

N:'8=#(%3<%8=<0K%

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%S34#'2#%,-.\%BBBI09@+@=6I40#%%,E'=8\%09@]@=6#08023EI40#%%X08\%!))+J^__`%%%&36=80\%aJ_`))))%

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
*%.=<<315M9%
!%BBBI09@+@=6I40#%%
b%.1004;0'20%-#:5(%;39#05%34%,-.%B069=#0+1093:1209+532:E04#9%



!"#$%&'%$()*+*$%'",-(,)(.*%(%-!&*$.(
!
"#$%!&'!()(*++,!)--)'./!()!0123.4&25!0.6*1'.!)7!&('!/.(4&8.2(*+!*2/!/.'(416(&9.!.77.6('!)2!8*4&2.!
+&7.!*2/!(:.!8*4&2.!.29&4)28.2(;!!<)=.9.4!&(!4.6)52&'.'!(:*(!(:&'!*6(&9&(,!6144.2(+,!(*3.'!-+*6.!&2!>*,!
)7!"&04*+(*4;!!?:&+'(!&(!=)1+/!-4.7.4!(:*(!(:.!*6(&9&(,!/).'!2)(!(*3.!-+*6.!*(!*++!(:.!4.*+&(,!&'!(:*(!&(!
.@&'(';!!A2!(:&'!6)2(.@(!"#$%!'1--)4('!(:.!B$"C'!*((.8-('!()!(4,!*2/!04&25!(:&'!*6(&9&(,!12/.4!8)4.!
4)01'(!4.51+*(&)2!*2/!6)2(4)+!()!.2'14.!(:*(!(:.4.!*4.!2)!2.5*(&9.!&8-*6('!)2!(:.!.29&4)28.2(;!!D:&'!
=..3!(:.4.!=*'!*2)(:.4!&26&/.2(!4.-)4(./!=:.2!*!E:&2.'.!)=2./!':&-!(:*(!:*/!(*3.2!0123.4'!&2!(:.!
>*,!:*/!*!'8*++!6)++&'&)2!=&(:!)2.!)7!(:.!7+)*(&25!71.+!-.(4)+!'(*(&)2'!*26:)4./!&2!(:.!>*,;!!
!
D:&'!&'!*!'(*43!4.8&2/.4!(:*(!=&(:)1(!-4)-.4!6)2(4)+'!(:.4.!&'!(:.!-)(.2(&*+!7)4!*!9.4,!0&5!&26&/.2(!()!
:*--.2!&2!"&04*+(*4!=*(.4';!!D:.!8*4&2.!.29&4)28.2(!*2/!(:.!'.*0./!*4)12/!)14!'8*++!6)*'(!+&2.!
=&++!2)(!'1'(*&2!'16:!*2!*66&/.2(;!
!
D)!.@(.2/!0123.4&25!()!(:.!B*'(!$&/.!&'!()(*++,!)--)'./!0,!(:.!#./.4*(&)2;!!D:&'!6)2(4*9.2.'!()(*++,!
(:.!.29&4)28.2(*+!'(*26.!)7!"#$%!;!!D)!.@(.2/!(:&'!*6(&9&(,!&'!2)(!0.!6)8-*(&0+.!=&(:!(:.!
")9.428.2(C'!/.'&52*(&)2!)7!(:.!$)1(:.42!?*(.4'!)7!"&04*+(*4!*'!*!8*4&2.!4.'.49.;!!"#$%!/).'!2)(!
12/.4'(*2/!:)=!(:.!")9.428.2(!6*2!8*3.!*!6*'.!7)4!&(!5&9.2!(:&'!/.'&52*(&)2;!
!
B2)15:!:*48!:*'!*+4.*/,!0..2!/)2.!&2!(:.!>*,!*2/!*2,!*((.8-(!()!.@(.2/!(:&'!()!(:.!B*'(!$&/.!=&++!
0.!)--)'./!9&5)4)1'+,;!!"#$%!/).'!2)(!*54..!=&(:!(:.!6)2(&21&25!/.'(416(&)2!)7!4..7'!*2/!(:.!'.*!
0./!6*1'./!0,!(:.!1'.!)7!*26:)4'!*2/!*26:)4!6:*&2'!*2/!6*++'!7)4!*++!(:.!&2(4)/16(&)2!)7!7&@./!
*26:)4*5.';!!F)(!)2+,!=&++!(:.'.!-1(!*!'()-!()!(:.!/.'(416(&)2!)7!4..7'!01(!(:.,!=&++!-4)8)(.!*2/!
64.*(.!2.=!:*0&(*('!=:.4.!8*4&2.!+&7.!6*2!/.9.+)-!*2/!(:4&9.;!
!
D:.4.!:*'!0..2!*!':*4-!&264.*'.!&2!(:.!2180.4!)7!'-&++*5.'!*2/!)(:.4!*66&/.2('!&2!(:.!>*,!*2/!)77!
B14)-*!G)&2(!&2!4.6.2(!,.*4'!(:*(!:*9.!-)++1(./!(:.!'.*'!'144)12/&25!"&04*+(*4;!!!A7!0123.4&25!(*3.'!
-+*6.!)2!(:.!B*'(!'&/.!(:.!4&'3'!=&++!&264.*'.!*2/!=&(:!&(!(:.!6:*26.'!)7!6*1'&25!&44.9.4'&0+.!/*8*5.!
()!(:.!8*4&2.!.29&4)28.2(;!!!"#$%!/).'!2)(!=*2(!*!4.-.*(!)7!(:.'.!&26&/.2(';!!
!
"#$%!&'!()(*++,!)--)'./!()!B*'(!$&/.!0123.4&25;!
!
!
!
HI(:!J*,!HKLL!



 
Gibraltar Sub-Aqua Club 
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Date: 27th May 2011     Re: East Side Marine Bunkering  
 
 
The GSAC is opposed to the expansion of marine bunkering activities to the east side 
for the following reasons: 
 

1. Anchor and chain damage. Every time an anchor is dropped onto a reef or 
other underwater formation, it damages these structures by breaking pieces 
away, eventually demolishing them to nothing. 
 
The ship at anchor releases a length of chain which is approximately 3 times 
the depth of the water at that point. Once there is a change of tide the chain 
scrapes a radius along the bottom, destroying and removing all marine life on 
the bottom and that attached to any formations.  
Eg: the kelp forest at ‘el lomo’ (a popular dive site on the East side) has been 
depleted to almost zero because of this. Removal of kelp results in a loss of 
sheltered habitat for immature marine creatures and the loss of a critical 
breeding ground. This loss leads to lesser fish stocks in the area and also less 
biodiversity. Although not an environmental consideration, there is a reduced 
fish stock for local fishermen. 
 
The chain and anchor damage also destroys fish egg deposit grounds, in 
particular the cephalopod (molluscs) family and species of dogfish. Hence 
population recovery takes even longer. 
 
The removal and cleaning up of reefs also reduces entanglements otherwise 
experienced by Spanish trawler fishermen, thus further creating an incentive 
for netting and the destruction and capture of the few remaining marine life. 
 
All scallops and other shellfish living above the surface of the sand are also 
damaged and destroyed by the chain action. 
 
The amount of anchoring now is already excessive and if one considers the 
total surface area which the radius of a 100m chain can describe at it moves, 
then even if there is just a small increase in anchoring, the reefs will soon be 
depleted to levels which can only lead to a recession of life with no chance of 
ever regenerating. 



 
2. Oil spillages in the top part of the watch column will undoubtedly affect 

spawning success rates as many eggs/sperm will be contaminated. 
 

Local fish stocks depend on surface migratory crabs and small fish to feed 
on. These always travel on the surface. They will die from feeding on 
contaminated particles and/or subsequently contaminating the fish that eat 
them. 
 
If in the event of an oil spill, dispersants are used, the globules formed will 
sink in the water column and over the years will destroy the reefs and kill 
filter feeders (ie. shellfish) in the sandy areas outside the reefs. In effect it 
destroys reef and non-reef sandy area marine life. 
 
Marine life in the coastal water column is destroyed by the continuous 
deposits of oil slicks – no matter how small these are. 
 
Oil is many times observed on the seabed by divers. This oil takes the form 
of balls ranging in size from a tennis ball to a handball. This no doubt kills 
sensitive plant life and corals besides being a disgusting eyesore. 
 
Surface oil and other contaminant slicks damage expensive diving equipment 
and present a hazard to the diver. We can presume that these slicks are also 
hazardous to bathers. 
 
Oils are harmful to passing cetaceans. 

 
3. Every time a vessel anchors, rubbish is dumped overboard. As divers we 

encounter this at the bottom quite frequently. 
 
4. Bay waters are often out of bounds for divers because of heavy maritime 

traffic, and we prefer the East side. Increased traffic here is clearly a hazard 
to submerged and decompressing divers. 

 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The social marginal utility gained from this increase in commerce is clearly outweighed 
by the social marginal disutility brought on by the environmental risk exposure. At what 
social and environmental cost will this relatively small % increase in GDP be enjoyed?  
£ is not the scarce resource - our waters, marine life and coastline are. 
 
 

Chris Riddell 
Chairman 
 
Vinod Khiani 
Vice-chairman 



24th May 2011

To Whom It May Concern

Re : Eastside

After being briefed by the company that was appointed to carry out an environmental
impact study on the possibility of east side bunkering and after having considered the
consequences of this activity, at the Caleta Hotel we can only be against any kind of
bunkering.

Bunkering is totally against the nature of our industry and certainly not an environmentally
friendly activity. The consequences of such activity will result in water pollution, noise
pollution and smells. This is totally detrimental to our business and will spoil forever the
only unpolluted coast left in Gibraltar.

While we can understand and appreciate the commercial opportunities that such activities
might bring to Gibraltar PLC, it is totally detrimental to the environment and our industry. It
will jeopardise any future tourism development in Gibraltar and affect the residential areas
enormously.

The hotel will vigorously oppose such activity.

Frjanco Ostuni
eneral Manager

p.a. Box 73, Catalan Bay, Gibraltar • T: (350) 20076501 • F: (350) 20042143 (Reservations). E: reservations@caletahotel.gi

E: sales@caletahotel.gi • www.caletahotel.com





BOTH WORLDS MANAGEMENT LIMITED 
 

22nd May 2011 
 

Proposed East Side Bunkering Project 
 
 
 
 
The directors of BWML resolved to “object strongly” to the proposed expansion of Bunkering to 
the East side of the Rock at our meeting held on the 12th. October 2010. The main thrust of the 
resolution was to support and participate in any disciplined joint action by responsible groups of 
like-minded East Side stakeholders. Our first and foremost concern is for the HEALTH & SAFETY  
of Both Worlds residents, visitors and contractors, the issues as we see them are:- 
 
 
Fumes from the Bunkering process being trapped within Sandy Bay and thereby posing a direct 
threat to health. 
 
Noise pollution accompanying the increase of large ships anchoring off the East side and the 
Bunkering process itself. 
 
Light pollution particularly on winter mornings & evenings and should Bunkering be increased to a 
24 hour service as in the Bay of Gibraltar. 
 
The possibility of East side beaches becoming contaminated following an oil spill as containment 
equipment would take some time to deploy. 
 
Weather and Sea conditions change considerably & quickly on the East side of the Rock, sometimes 
with disastrous results, Bunkering activities could potentially increase the prospect of large ships 
coming to grief, jeopardizing both lives and the Summer recreational beaches of Gibraltar. 
 
Secondary concerns are those of lifestyle as we enjoy an enviable position on the East side:- 
 
The open sea views are in stark contrast to the “Bunkering Factory” of the Bay of Gibraltar 
 
The bathing season and the opportunity to enjoy the beaches and sea in a relatively unpolluted  
environment. 
 
The incredible sightings of dolphins & whales making their way to & from the Straits of Gibraltar 
 
 
BWML  understands and sympathizes with the Ecological issues the prospect of East side 
Bunkering could inflict and would like to record our support for those concerned with the 
Environment, Fishing & Diving on the East side of the Rock  
 
 
 
                                                                                                               BWML 


